Leishmanicidal activity of combretastatin analogues and heteroanalogues.
We have investigated the in vitro leishmanicidal activity of representative members from series II-V of combretastatin analogues and heteroanalogues. Most of them exhibited different degrees of activity against various strains of Leishmania spp. The diaryl(heteroaryl)ethane system or the more complex fused heterocyclic stilbenoids, constitute useful skeletal bases to support some kind of antiparasitic activity. Particularly, the incorporation of 2-furyl substituents led to potent antileishmanial compounds, which have been selected for in vivo testing on murine models.